Professional Perspective

TIME MARCHES ON

It's unbelievable that the deadline is
here for my NINES column already.
Yikes! Where does the time go?
| have been exchanging e-mails with
Saab about the end-play measurement
on the oil pumps. | think we agree on
how to measure the pumps but Saab
has not admitted that the new pumps
are not up-to-par. | believe itis a qual-
ity control issue but | am still awaiting
some conprmation. My guess is that
once again there will be no admission
so that there will be no product liability
issues. | have included the testing |
have done with the out-of-spec oil pump
on our 2001 9/5 Aero with 5w40 Amsoil
Euro-Tech full synthetic oil.. The en-
gine has above spec oil pressure, but
with a 10w30 oil it would not make the
grade. We have tested only a handful of
engines that will make 36 pounds of ol
pressure at 2,000 rpm as Saab specipes
with 10w30 oil.

Our test of the new emissions kit is
going well. At 3,000 miles, we have
observed no oil consumption which we
were concerned about. In 2,000 more
miles, we will begin oil analysis to be
sure that the results are satisfactory.
The 2004 and newer 9-5s are not sup-
posed to have the sludge problem be-
cause of the revisions that Saab made
to these engines. We are testing the
'04 and newer 9-5s and so far we are
seeing about 7,000 ccm of air yow at idle
and 2,000 rpm. The 1999 through 2003
9-3s and 9-5s that we have converted
to the new kit are running up to 10,000
ccm. We have not repaired any 2004
or newer 9-5s with sludge issues but
have observed several cars with very
noisy engines that we believe were
sludged. If you have a 2004 or newer
9-5, you need to be sure that you are
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using the proper oil and following the
recommended schedules.

| walked into the shop this morning
and there were two engines with scored
#4 pistons from lack of lubrication. The
sludged 9-3s and 9-5s just keep rolling
in. They all have a “Sob Story.” Don't
think that the car pros don’t get burned
also. Afriend of mine who buys Saabs
at the car auctions has heard my spiel
about sludge for a couple of years and
still got burned. He purchased a 9-5
and intended to drive it the 170 miles
to his store. It made the prst 150 miles

Two engines with scored cylinder walls and bad piétons. There is a steady
yow of these problems which are very preventable. Dondt let it happen
to you! Photographs by the author.

but was towed the last 20. It required
an engine replacement to repair the car.
Don'tignore the warning signs and don’t
neglect the easy preventative measures.
See the yow chart on my Web site: www.
andrewsofprinceton.com

If there was any question about Bob
Bright's oil pans working, | think the
pictures included should demonstrate
how well it does its job. Notice that
even though the oil screen has some
debris in it, most is in the cover and can
be easily cleaned—much less trauma
than removing the oil pan to do the job.
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The screen has some debris but the majority is on the cover which has
been removed for inspection. The debris is like coffee grounds but you
will notice that the inside of the engine is so clean at this point that the
oil on the cover is not discolored. Oil does not melt, dissolve or other-
wise remove the sludge. It carries it when possible but it ends up in the
bottom of the oil pan. This engine had been severely sludged.
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