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SWEET!
 
“Sweet” is the universal term used 

today to describe something particularly 
special.  We Saab owners could have 
used that word to describe the first 
classic 900 turbo convertibles (CVs).  
Some of you fondly remember the 
1986s when the þrst few hit the US.  
They only came in one color and had 
a 5-speed manual transmission with 
a 16-valve turbo!  At that point in time 
we had only seen the 16-valve turbo 
on the 1985 sedan models.  Yes, the 
CV was “cool.”  Come to think of it, 
that term wasn’t in vogue back then 
either.  In retrospect, I think we could 
use the terms of “sweet” and “cool” to  
describe those forever classic 900 CVs. 

Sometimes these great cars are 
not what we really think.  They have 
been around long enough that some 
have fallen by the wayside and others 
have evolved into something even 
more than they started out to be!

  If the truth be known, the term 
“sweat” has definitely made “sweet” 
possible for many cars. The basis 
for the following tale is the CV trailer 
built by John Anderman. (John is a 
service advisor at Andrews). When I 
started thinking about why and how 
it was built, the details of some other 
CVs had to be told, so here goes.

Although we at Andrews Inc. had 
been servicing and selling Saabs for 
many years, it wasn’t until the winter 
of 1996 that we finally personally 
purchased our first CV.  It’s hard to 
believe that the CVs were already ten 
years old by then.  My son, Don (GM at 
Andrews) bought a 1987 900 turbo that 
had come in for service.  The red CV 
had 195,000 miles with an automatic 
transmission that slipped in second 
gear.  The car was beat up.  The top 

was bad and the back window glass had 
been broken out by a careless kid and a 
hockey stick.  The CV had sat outside full 
of snow most of that winter and so it was 
determined that it should be a parts car.

Normally, this would have been the 
end of this story, but Don decided to 
accept the challenge of restoring the CV 
to its former glory.  There had been some 
water damage (rust) in the ÿoor pan and 
the leather seats were in tough shape, 
but otherwise the car was savable–with 
enough time and money.  By the spring 
of 1997, the car had a new top, new tires, 
wheels, brakes, shocks, paint, fog lights, 
SPG panels, several used leather seat 
covers and the transmission band had 
been tightened to the point that there 
was a second gear again.  The 1987 now 
looked like a million bucks and he had 
just slightly less than that invested in her. 

Check out the picture of the 1987 
CV from the Colorado SOC.  This was 

one of the many trips that the car made. 
Erik Carlsson had looked the car over 
very carefully with Don in CO and gave it 
an A+.  Don and his wife, Denise, drove 
it every sunny day possible throughout 
the summers.  After 20,000 miles driving, 
reaching 215,000 miles, the automatic 
transmission could not be coaxed any 
further without an overhaul, so we 
rebuilt a 5-speed manual transmission 
and made the conversion.  Even though 
the car looked great and drove just þne, 
the years before restoration with a poor, 
leaky top were killing the car.  The SPG 
panels covered most of the rust but the 
ÿoor and quarter panels were becoming a 
disaster. It was time for a major decision.  
After eight summers of fun, the car now 
had 230,000 miles on it but a change 
had to be made.  During this time period, 
we had seen lots of CVs on our car lot 
and had junked a number of trade-ins.  
We had lots of parts to work with.  In the 

fall of 2004 we got another trade-in; a 
1989 900 turbo CV with 123K miles on 
it.  It came in with a bad head gasket 
and really, that was just the beginning 
of what was wrong with this car.  By 
the time we had þnished inspecting, 
prodding and poking, we found out that 
basically the only good thing about the 
car was the rust-free California body.

 Because Denise had always 
wanted a yellow CV, Don decided that 
as a surprise he would build one for 
her.  He told her that they would have to 
service the red 1987 over the winter so 
it went into our shop (out-of-sight).  The 
black ’89 went in beside it and the fun 
began.  All the mechanical parts went 
into the black car including the engine, 
transmission, tires, and wheels plus 
SPG panels etc.  All the peripheral sheet 
metal was painted Monte Carlo Yellow.

This is where the trailer story starts.  
The red 1987 CV had a tan leather 
interior as did the black 1989 and Don 
wanted charcoal gray leather with 
power seats for his creation.  Well, just 
in the nick of time, we got a 1991 Beryl 
green Special Edition CV into our shop.  
The front end had been wrecked and 
repaired poorly and the driveline was 
shot!  It turned into a parts car so we 
now had a source for those charcoal 
gray power seats.  Because the power 
seats mount differently in a 1991 than 
the seats of the 1989, Don decided to 
change part of the ÿoor pan.  A section 
of the 1991 ÿoor pan was cut out and 
welded into the black 1989.  Now the 
seats could be þtted properly.  The car 
was painted with the Saab color “Monte 
Carlo” Yellow in a base coat/clear coat, 
sanded and buffed before assembly!  It 
looked like a 1991 Special Edition CV 
(mostly).  The “surprise” project was 
þnished in time for Don and DeniseӚs 
24th anniversary on June 6, 2005.

So, there sat the Beryl green CV 
almost cut in half.  Because John 
Anderman was a former technician, he 
could visualize building a cute trailer out 
of the remains of that 1991 CV.  John 
owns and drives a black classic 1989 
CV with SPG panels and 16" wheels and 
so the trailer would have to be built to 
match.  John þnished cutting through the 
rocker panels and VOILA!  Half a car and 
the beginning of another major project!
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